
May 20,2003 
Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission Confirmed 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, DC 20554 J U N  o 3 2003 

Distribution CenW Mr. Powell, 

I am writing you to protest your decision to push through the new rule changes 
concerning corporate ownership of radio, TV and newspapers. 

You have the legal responsibility to protect the citizen’s ownership of the airwaves, not 
to sell them out to the corporate owners of radio and TV stations. How dare you act to 
attempt to sneak through these rule changes with out a substantial public comment 
period. 

We now know that June 2,2003 is the date you are attempting to usurp the airwaves from 
the public and we will not stand for it. If you proceed with your plan to give corporate 
America these expanded ownerships we the people will act. You can be removed from 
ofice and I will work to just that end. 

Wake up Chairman Powell! The people are watching what you do. This is shameful 
performance for a government employee. Where does your paycheck come from? It 
comes from the people. You have the responsibility to stand up for the people, not 
corporate America. 

Quite sincerely, 

Don Haloin 
10645 Irving Court 
Westminster CO 8003 1 
dhdoin@attbi.com 

mailto:dhdoin@attbi.com


I urge you @to  relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect American 
citizens from media monopolies.. 

These proposed changes would pave the way for giant media conglomerates to 
gain near-total control of radio and television news and information in communities 
across our nation. And many of the corporations that are now lobbying the FCC to relax 
these ownership rules already have a known track record in attempting to keep opposing 
viewpoints off the air. 

The American people deserve to hear more than one point of view on important issues 
Therefore, for the sake of ow democracy and ow freedom, I urge you to continue the 
broadcast ownership protections that, for decades, have helped to ensure a healthy 
political debate in our country. 

Sincerely, 



MAY 2 9 2003 
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Confirmed 

&de%ChO&&$ 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12" Street, sw 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear j ? L ? l d &  .f 
This is to let you know that, as an American citizen, I am greatly concerned about the 
consolidation of media in the hands of a few giant companies. I consider this to be a 
limitation upon the free access to information that is so vital to the operation of our 
democracy. 

It is my understanding that the FCC was founded in 1934 to regulate the nation's 
broadcasters so that they served the public interest. What has happened to this principle? 
Surely it is as necessary today as at the time that is was first established, if not more so. 
Can you set aside the present and future well being of our country for the economic gain 
of a few giant corporations? 

I am astonished by the FCC's push for consolidation in the media industry. I feel that the 
public has not had sufficient information ahout this situation so that our viewpoints in this 
matter might be given consideration. In my opinion, media consolidation has already 
gone too far. This monopoly of information in the hands of a few is dangerous, and it 
needs to be dismantled ~ €or the good of our country. 

Sincerely yours, 



EX PARTE OR LATE FILED 

Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 

June 21', 2003 

44s I2fi st, sw 

JUN 0 3 2003 Dear Chairman Powell, 

prevent monopoly ownership of media outlets. True democracy and free ?!- om o speech 
We are outraged by your plans to damage the critical safeguards that w 

cannot exist in a place where a few powerfid players control all access to information. If 
you follow through with your plans, one company in a community will be able to own the 
newspaper, several TV and radio stations, the cable system, and the principal Internet 
access company. Already six companies own the vast majority of media outlets, and they 
have demonstrated the folly in this plan by their refusal to educate the public about the 
upcoming FCC vote. Further damage to media ownership rules will lead to even more 
media consolidation, reducing competition and thus, increasing prices and decreasing the 
quality and diversity of information available to the public. 

As public servants, you have a responsibility to protect the rights of the public and the 
integrity of the Constitution and the Bill of Rights. As citizens, we expect you to take 
this responsibility seriously, and to vote against a relaxation of media ownership 
regulations. 

Sincerely, 

'Center 
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EX PPI I ’ ‘- 
Lorraine Gold 

(908) 362-8724 
21 Hardwick Rd., Blairstown, 

!2. v Q 
i To: The Honorable Michael Powell, Chair, FCC L.-,* fF:,,;;-; 

-)l.“.,.l.l 

445 12‘h St., SW, Washington, DC 20554 

Re: Biennial Review - Proposed Media Concentration Rules, Section 202(h) 

Dear Chairman Powell: 
* i l  3 L m a e r c  a-e-4d Ab. 03-277 

t 2 d  &/YL#z<&*O@?%&, 
This letter is sent as testimony in support of strengthened ownership limits. 

Broadcast and newspaper ownership in the same market must be prohibited. 

Attempts to get rid of the current, already weakened limits, by the largest media 
giants, indicate a disregard for the public good and for a sustainable democracy. “The 
media” should be diverse. Indeed, .Americans need and rely on being able to obtain a 
diversity of viewpoints. Recent consolidatlon is enddngering this ‘wonderful part of our 
American way of life. We already see too few owning too much. The public airways 
must be protected. 

I am sure that you are aware that there are only five independent television 
studios, 280 independent newspapers, and radio companies are similarly being 
consolidated (with two companies now owning 1451 stations, and 25 groups owning 25% 
of our radio stations.) This is bad for our country. 

Having such a limited number of owners also means that there is a lack of 
necessary competition. Without meaningful competition a dull and deadly monotony will 
prevail. I think much of what the major media puts out now is catering to a very low 
level of morality and culture and could bc grcatly improved. Further narrowing of the 
creative spectrum, and having the major producers mainly concerned about corporate 
profits, means that creative efforts will not be adequate to reach and enrich the hearts and 
minds of the citizens of this country. 

Further, when too few major players dominate the airways, local content will be 
minimally available, if there at all. Even with cable, what one sees on TV is only more of 
the same. 

The proposed media concentration rules are not public so I cannot comment on 
specifics. I can only hope and pray that you will act with the courage and dignity and 
foresight that this issue demands and that you will use y g r  pozer ty protect - America ajd 
the bighest ideals that this country holds z- dear. - -  

Lorraine Gold 





Tuesday, May 20,2003 

132 West 71st Street,No. 4 
New York, NY 10023-4029 

Federal Communications Commission 
FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

TO: Chairman Powell 
FROM: John P. Kivlen 
SUBJECT: Media Deregulation 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

As a registered New York voter, I urge you and your colleagues within the Federal 
Communications Commission to promote a diverse, balanced, and competitive media. 
Please stop the FCC rule changes. 

We, as free citizens, allow media companies to use the airwaves in exchange for their 
assurance that they are serving the public interest; and it is the FCC's job to make sure 
that is completed in a way that complies to the public domain, not the domain of big 

ase hold the FCC to its mandate and oppose these rule changes. 

cc: Representative Nadler, Senator Clinton and Senator Schumer 



EX PARTE OR LATE Christina McLean 
40 Oakland Ave. 

nY1O6 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: Docket No. 02-277 Don't abandon media safeguards! 

Confirmed 

J U N  0 3 2003 
Distribution Center 

Dear FCC Commissioners, 

I strongly urge that the FCC abandon its plan to end long-standing and critical safeguards that 
have served as an important "check and balance" system to help ensure diversity of media 
ownership. Under the proposal you are considering, one company in a community will be able to 
own the newspaper, several TV and radio stations, the cable system, and the principal Internet 
access company. There will be fewer owners of networks, stations, and newspapers nationwide. 
This will very badly damage true media diversity and competition. A competitive and diverse 
media is absolutely essential to ensure an informed citizenry and a healthy and vibrant 
democracy. 

Eliminating these last remaining protections of the public trust would constitute a complete 
abandonment of the FCC's mission to ensure that our airwaves, which are owned by all 
Americans, are used in a manner which ensures the diverse range of voices and opinions needed 
in a healthy democracy. Loss of these protections would constitute a huge and unacceptable 
giveaway of public resources and political power to a few large and powerful media companies. 

Further consolidation of the media in the false name of "deregulation" must be halted and in fact 
reversed. TV and radio news in the hands of a handful of profit-driven corporations has 
undermined our democracy more than any other modem force except the high cost of broadcast 
commercials during elections. The media companies have failed in their public trust to provide 
crucial unbiased information to the public about most public issues. Americans depend upon the 
media to bring us information that will allow us to make the informed choices necessary for the 
well-being of ow nation and our future. 

As an American concerned about our democracy, I urge you to reject the current proposal to 
abandon the last remaining controls on media consolidation. Instead, I strongly urge you to 
break up the media con lomerates, to open the spectrum to a wide diversity of organizations and 
independent journalists, 7 and to reinstate the Fairness Doctrine. 

Most sincerely, \L/ 
n m d y ,  











Elliott Libman 
P.O. Box 630 
El Prado. NM 87529 

MAY 2 9 2003 

Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: Docket No. 02-277 Don't abandon media safeguards! 

Dear FCC Commissioners, 

I strongly urge that the FCC abandon its plan to end long-standing and critical safeguards that 
have served as an important "check and balance" system to help ensure diversity of media 
ownership. Under the proposal you are considering, one company in a community will be able to 
own the newspaper, several TV and radio stations, the cable system, and the principal Internet 
access company. There will be fewer owners 3f networks, stations, and newspapers nationwide. 
This will very badly damage true media diversity and competition. A competitive and diverse 
media is absolutely essential to ensure an informed citizenry and a healthy and vibrant 
democracy. 

Eliminating these last remaining protections of the public trust would constitute a complete 
abandonment of the FCC's mission to ensure that our airwaves, which are owned by all 
Americans, are used in a manner which ensures the diverse range of voices and opinions needed 
in a healthy democracy. Loss of these protections would constitute a huge and unacceptable 
giveaway of public resources and political power to a few large and powerful media companies. 

Further consolidation of the media in the false name of "deregulation" must be halted and in fact 
reversed. TV and radio news in the hands of a handful of profit-driven corporations has 
undermined our democracy more than any other modern force except the high cost of broadcast 
commercials during elections. The media companies have failed in their public trust to provide 
crucial unbiased information to the public about most public issues. Americans depend upon the 
media to bring us information that will allow us to make the informed choices necessary for the 
well-being of our nation and our future. 

As an American concerned about our democracy, I urge you to reject the current proposal to 
abandon the last remaining controls on media consolidation. Instead, I strongly urge you to 
break up the media conglomerates, to open the spectrum to a wide diversity of organizations and 
independent journalists, and to reinstate the Fairness Doctrine. 



Santa Monica, CA 90405-5643 

Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: Docket No. 02-277 Don’t abandon media safeguards! 

Dear FCC Commissioners, 

We strongly urge that the FCC abandon its plan to end long-standing and critical safeguards that 
have served as an important “check and balance” system to help ensure diversity of media 
ownership. Under the proposal you are considering, one company in a community will be able to 
own the newspaper, several TV and radio stations, the cable system, and the principal Internet 
access company. There will be fewer owners of networks, stations, and newspapers nationwide. 
This will very badly damage true media diversity and competition. A competitive and diverse 
media is absolutely essential to ensure an informed citizenry and a healthy and vibrant 
democracy. 

Eliminating these last remaining protections of the public trust would constitute a complete 
abandonment of &.e FCC’s mission to ensure that our airwaves, which are awned by all 
Americans, arc used in a manner which ensures the diverse rwge of voices and opinions needed 
in a healthy democracy. Loss of these protections wnuld constitute a huge and unacceptable 
giveaway of public resources and political power to a few large and powerful media companies. 

Further consolidation of the media in the false name of “deregulation” must be halted and in fact 
reversed. TV and radio news in the hands of a handful of profit-driven corporations has 
undermined our democracy more than any other modern force except the high cost of broadcast 
commercials during elections. The media companies have failed in their public trust to provide 
crucial unbiased information to the public about most public issues. Americans depend upon the 
media to bring us information that will allow us to make the informed choices necessary for the 
well-being of our nation and our future. 

As Americans concerned about our democracy, we urge you to reject the current proposal to 
abandon the last remaining controls on media consolidation. Instead, we strongly prge you to 
break up the media conglomerates, to open the spectrum to a wide diversity of organizations and 
independent journalists, and to reinstate the Fairness Doctrine. 

Tim Bowler 



Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: Docket No. 02-277 Don't abandon media safeguards! 

Dear FCC Commissioners, 

I strongly urge that the FCC abandon its plan to end long-standing and critical safeguards that 
have served as an important "check and balance" system to help ensure diversity of media 
ownership. Under the proposal you are considering, one company in a community will be able to 
own the newspaper, several TV and radio stations, the cable system, and the principal Internet 
access company. There will be fewer owners of networks, stations, and newspapers nationwide. 
This will very badly damage true media diversity and competition. A competitive and diverse 
media is absolutely essential to ensure an informed citizenry and a healthy and vibrant 
democracy. 

Eliminating these last remaining protections of the public trust would constitute a complete 
abandonment of the FCC's mission to ensure that our airwaves, which are owned by all 
Americans, are used in a manner which ensures the diverse range of voices and opinions needed 
in a healthy democracy. Loss of thcse protections would constitute a huge and unacceptable 
giveaway of public resources and political power to a few large and powerful media companies. 

Further consolidation of the media in the false name of "deregulation" must be halted and in fact 
reversed. TV and radio news in the hands of a handful of profit-driven corporations has 
undermined our democracy more than any other modem force except the high cost of broadcast 
commercials during elections. The media companies have failed in their public trust to provide 
crucial unbiased information to the public about most public issues. Americans depend upon the 
media to bring us information that will allow us to make the informed choices necessary for the 
well-being of our nation and our fume. 

As an American concerned about our democracy, I urge you to reject the current proposal to 
abandon the last remaining controls on media consolidation. Instead, I strongly urge you to 
break up the media conglomerates, to open the spectrum to a wide diversity of organizations and 
independent journalists, and to reinstate the Fairness Doctrine. 



Paul Gregoire 
6126 Studeley Avenue 
Norfolk, VA 23508 

May 20,2003 

The Honorable Michael Powell, Chairman 

445 12"' Street sw 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

nf\fl" 
Federal Communications Commission Go L. d l 3  1 FCC-MAILROOM 1 

The FCC must NOT further weaken the rules that help preserve competition and diversity among the 
owners of American media. 

I am writing to you today to comment on Docket s o .  02-277, The Biennial Review ofthe FCC's 
broadcast media ownership rules. In its goals to promote competition, diversity and localism in today's 
media market, I strongly believe that the FCC should retain all of the current media ownership rules now 
in question. These rules serve the public interest by limiting the market power of already huge companies 
in the broadcast industry. 

The FCC is currently considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership rules. Repeal of or further 
modification to these rules will likely open the door to more mergers that will continue to reduce 
competition and diversity in the media. If the rules are weakened further, one company in a city could 
control the most popular newspaper, TV station and possibly the cable system, giving it dominant 
influence over the content and slant of news and information. Such a move would reduce the diversity of 
cultural and political discussion in this country. Media ownership would he concentrated by corporate 
monopolies even further, and the public's ability to have open, informed discussion with diverse 
viewpoints would be compromised. 

I do not believe that the studies commissioned by the FCC accurately demonstrate the negative affects 
media deregulation and consolidation have had on media diversity. While there may be indeed be more 
sources of media than ever before, the spectrum of views presented have become more limited. 

The right to carry on informed debate and discussion of current events is part of the founding philosophy 
of our nation. Our forefathers believed that democracy was best served by a diverse marketplace of ideas. 
If the FCC allows our media outlets to merge, our ability to have open, informed discussion with a wide 
variety of viewpoints will be compromised. The public interest will best be served by preserving media 
ownership rules in question in this proceeding. 

I think it is important for the FCC to not only consider the points of view of those with a financial interest 
in this issue, but also those with a social or civic interest. 

With the serious impact these rule changes will have on our democracy, it is incumbent on the 
Commission to take the time to review these issues more thoroughly and allow the American people to 
have a meaningful say in the process. Thank you for considering my opinion. 

paid Gregoire 1 



May 15,2003 

MAY 2 9 2003 
The Honorable Michael K Powell 
Chairman 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12" Street, sw 
Washington, DC 20554 Distribution Center 

Confirmrd 

JUN (1 G 2203 

Dear Mr. Powell: 

Giant media conglomerates are trying to gain near total control of radio and television 
news. This would most likely cause a one-sided dissemination of information that our 
communities all across America would receive. Some of these conglomerates have a 
known track record of attempting to keep opposing views from being heard. Some large 
corporations are lobbying the FCC to relax the current ownership rules. 

I am asking you to do what you can to stop any relaxing of the broadcast ownership rules 
that protect American citizens from media monopolies. 

Americans need to hear the whole news story, not just one point of view. Please do what 
you can to keep the broadcast ownership protections that we have had for decades. 

Sincerely, 

@&a .& 
Mrs Debra A Shelfor 
Thousand Oaks, California 91320-2723 



May 22, 2003 

MAY 2 9 2003 
Dana IE Anderson 

The Honorable Michael K. Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445  12'~ Street, S.  W. 
Washington, D. C. 20554  

Dear Mr. Powell: 

Gonf irmed 
JUN 0 3 2003 

Distribution Center 

I urge you not to relax the broadcast ownership rules that 
protect American citizens from media monopolies. 

These proposed changes would pave the way for giant media 
conglomerates to gain near-total control of radio and television 
news and information in communities across our nation. Many of 
the corporations that are now lobbying the FCC to relax these 
ownership rules already have a known track record in attempting 
to keep opposing viewpoints off the air. 

The American people deserve to hear more than one point of view 
on important issues. Therefore, for the sake of our democracy 
and our freedom, I urge you to continue the broadcast ownership 
protections that have helped to ensure a healthy political debate 
in our country for decades. 

Sincerely 
A 

- 

DKA:lj 

401 Wiishire Boulevard Suite 700 Santa Monica, California 90401 
Mailing Address: EO. Box 2172 Santa Monica, California 90407-2172 
Telephone 310.394.6911 800.421.7237 Facsiniile 310.395.2791 







Keller was great 1 

I 
To the edltor: 

For many years, the Washing- 
ton County Health Department 
has been proud to have had the 
assistance of Roger K d e r  and 
the WHAG staff in our work pro- 
moting the health and welfare of 

The opportunity that w a ~  
afforded to us by our regularly 
scheduled appearances on 
Keller’s show bas enabled us to 
went to the community the 
wide range of activities conduct- 
ed by our agency. Always 
respectful and well informd, 
Keller never failed to generate a 
wideranging and informative 
discussion with his puests. 

I would like to take this oppor- 
tunity to express our apprecia- 
tion for the years of cooperative 

of us at the Washington County 
Health Department wish Keller 
and his colleagues the best of 
luck with their new program- 
ming format. 
Wllllam Q. Chrlstotfel 
llodth omcer 
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C Washington County. 
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effort that we have enjoyed. Au 
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The Honorable Michael J. Copps 
Commissioner 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12" Street, sw 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear Mr. Copps, 

I urge you NOT to relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect American 
citizens from media monopolies. 

These proposed changes would pave the way for giant media conglomerates to 
gain near-total control of radio and television news and information in communities 
across our nation. Many of the corporations that are now lobbying the FCC to relax 
these ownership rules already have a known track record in attempting to keep opposing 
viewpoints off the air. 

The American people deserve to hear more than one point of view on important 
issues. Therefore, for the sake of our democracy and our freedom, I urge you to continue 
the broadcast ownership protections that, for decades, have helped to ensure a healthy 
political debate in our Country. 

Sincerely, 

FloydSouter 
P. 0. Box 874 
Milledgeville, GA 3 1059-0874 


